
 
 

Report on animal transports to Turkey  Page 1 
 

 

 

Investigation on animal transport from EU countries to Turkey 
24.10. bis 31.10.2010 

 
external Report 

 
 
 

 
  



 
 

Report on animal transports to Turkey  Page 2 
 

 

Date of report: 16.11.2010 

Team: Johannes Maue, Iris Baumgärtner 

Date: 24.-31.Oct.2010 

 

Summary of observations and complex of problems: 

From the evening of the 24th until the 31st of October we observed almost 100 animal transports passing 

through the border of Kapikule. 70 of the transports had cattle, mainly bulls and 25 transports had loaded 

sheep from Bulgaria. 

Bulls were mainly from Hungary, some from the Baltic States like Estonia and Lithuania.  The distance from 

the Baltic States to the EU border of Kapitan Andreevo/BG-Kapikule/TR is more than 2.000 km. From the 

area of Budapest it is approximately 1.300 km to Kapikule, but actual travel times are extremely long, 

because of multiple loading places in Hungary. We received information from drivers, that the transport 

from Hungary (near Budapest) to Istanbul takes appr. 85 hours under άnormal circumstancesέ. The bulls 

loose around 8 % and more of their weight during the journey.  

    

 

   Route from Estonia, Lithuania and Hungary  to Turkey 

The majority of transports observed had loaded, depending on the weight of the cattle, 30 to 36 bulls and 

the animals were able to move and to lie down. Still transport conditions at this stage of the journey were 

already quite disturbing, since the animals were exhausted and had to lie down in a thick layer of their 

droppings. The ammonia smell was quite intensive.   
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The waiting time of animal transports for customs service observed at Kapikule varied from 15 minutes up 

to 24 hours, or several days.  2 transports with cattle were even stuck for more than 4 days with the animals 

on board of the vehicle. 

 

The further journey from Kapikule to the different destinations in Turkey is between 250 and 1.800 km to 

Istanbul, Bursa, Izmir, Ankara and even to Erzurum. 

 

Description of locations: 

All animal transports coming from the Bulgarian/ Turkish border at Kapikule have to go first to the scale 

(KANTAR) which is appr. 700 metres behind the border on the left side of the E 80. After the scale the 

animal transports have to wait for paperwork or full customs service. The time span reaches from 20 min up 

to several days. 

 Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǘŜƭ ά[hb5! 

/!atLbDέΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛŘŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊΦ hƴe of the  agencies in charge of aƴƛƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƛǎ ά. пέΦ 

 

  
Animal transports parked along  the road at border  Parking lot 1 close to border 

 

The animal transports are parked at different places until they can continue to their destinations. The 

parking lots are described  from direction border: 

Parking 1: parking lot before SHELL gas station on the right side, Washing place for trucks  

tŀǊƪƛƴƎ нΥ ŘƛǊǘ ǊƻŀŘ όǘǳǊƴ ƭŜŦǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ IƻǘŜƭ ά[hb5! /!atLbDέ ύ 

Parking 3: PETLINE gas station, appr 1 km behind the border on the right side 

EGEMEN station: appr. 1.500 km behind the border on the right side (food and water available for animals, 

seems to belong to K&M) 
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Investigation log 

All animal trucks observed between 29th and 31st of October are listed in Annex. 

Sunday, 24th of October 

17:15 Arrive at the border Kapikule. We observe several animal transports parked near the border  

(Fsee Annex)  

17:20: We observe 2 semitrailers with the Greek lic.plate numbers P-19618 and P-36782, which stays at 

parking 1 for 24 hours. The bulls inside the vehicles are standing or lying in a thick layer of excrements and 

the ammonia smell drives tears in our eyes.  Ear tag numbers of some of the bulls are:  HU 31 120 13870,  

HU 31 179 13948,  HU 3167534713 

  
Bulls in the vehicle with lic.pl.nb. P-19618, very dirty conditions 

 

23:20: We observe 2 transports ƻŦ ŀ /Ǌƻŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ά{ŀǾƻȊέ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ м ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {I9[[ 

station. The blue semitrailer, lic.plate number KT-891-AM / HR, loaded with bulls from Hungary is very dirty 

inside and there is no bedding left at all . The truck and trailer, lic.plate number  KT-860-AM has a thick and 

still relatively dry straw bedding . The trucks stay at the parking lot for a minimum of  19 hours, before they 

continue to destination. The drivers of this company fed and manually watered the animals, a procedure 

very rarely observed during this week at the border. 

  
Croatian animal transports 
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Monday, 25th of October 

From 9 until 17:15 we change observation posts between the different parking lots in order to get as much 

information on the transports and the as possible. (Fsee Annex)  

 

  
Semitrailers of the company HUNLAND with bulls 

 

Trailing of 2 Greek animal transports with bulls  (see footage) 

17:15: The trucks with the licence plate numbers P-19618 (STAVRIDIS GROUP) and P-36782 (KONTOVAS 

TRANS DENIS) leave parking 1 and drive on the E 80, direction Istanbul.  They had been at the parking for a 

minimum of 24 hours (date and time of first sight 24th of October, 17:00) without giving food or water to 

the animals.  

мфΥолΥ ōƻǘƘ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ŜȄƛǘ ǘƘŜ 9 ул ŀǇǇǊΦ нл ƪƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ LǎǘŀƴōǳƭΣ  ŜȄƛǘ άIŀŘƛƳƪǀȅέΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

Maut station, turn right just behind the Maut station into direction HADIMKÖY. 

At 19:40 we lose one of the trucks at a traffic light and stay behind P-36782.  

20:00: driver stops at a Café (first building after the traffic lights, on the right side) and seems to search for 

address, he continues a few minutes later and turns right behind the Café into industrial area, turns left at 

the next T-crossing and drives uphill to a huge building complex on the right side. 

20:15: truck drives onto the premises of the big building complex to scale and continues  5 minutes later 

further uphill. 

20:20: turns right at T- crossing, passes gas station on the right side, 

20:23: turns right into a dirt road appr. 150 metres behind gas station, stops after 300 m and turns right to 

the unloading area of the slaughterhouse stables,  

21:18: we observe unloading of bulls from a distance, all seem to walk out of the truck okay.  

From the first time of observation at the parking lot at Kapikule until unloading the bulls have been 28 

hours on board of the transport vehicle, not considered the travel time from Hungary to the border of 

Kapikule. 

22:15: We drive back to Kapikule and arrive at 0:30. 

  



 
 

Report on animal transports to Turkey  Page 6 
 

Tuesday, 26th of October 

0:30: At arrival at Kapikule we observe 2 trucks parked on parking 1.  

A  semitrailer with lic.pl.nb.TK-3108-P/ TKI-3YS3 (PL) with bulls from Estonia that stayed for a minimum of 

16 hours at the parking 1.  

A semitrailer with, lic,pl.nb. IAE-5342 (GR) with sheep from Bulgaria, stayed  a minimum of 11 hours at 

parking 1 before it starts to continue to destination at 11:45. 

             
Sheep from Bulgaria in Greek truck with lic.pl.nb. IAE-5342 

             
Polish truck with lic.pl.nb. TK-3108-P   very dirty conditions 

          
 Exhausted bulls from Estonia in semitrailer with lic.pl.nb. TK-3108-P (PL)  
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At 11:25 3 semitrailers with lic.pl.nb.  BK-462 (LT), BF-425 (LT) and AM-328 (LT) arrive at the scale and 

continue a few minutes later to parking lot one (see Annex)  

 

Trailing of 4 animal transports to a slaughterhouse near Istanbul   (see footage) 

17:10: The semitrailer with lic.pl.nb. TK-3108-P and the 3 Lithuanian animal transports leave parking lot 1 

and drive into direction Istanbul on the E 80. We follow.  

19:50: all animal transports exit the E 80 at the exit HADIMKÖY and drive to the same destination as the 

Greek transport we followed the evening before. 

App. 20:15: all 3 semitrailers  drive to the scale on the premises of a company in the industrial area of 

Hadimköy and leave appr. 10 min later to continue to the slaughterhouse. 

20:30 Arrival at the slaughterhouse and unloading of the 4 semitrailers.  

We are not able to film the unloading or to watch if all animals are walking out in okay condition, but can 

see cattle entering the stables. The bulls are totally thirsty and do not stop drinking for a long time. 

 

 
Exhausted bull in slaughterhouse stables 

 

 

Wednesday the 27th of October 

01:00: That night we see only one Greek transport with Hungarian bulls parked at parking 1 that continued 

the journey only at 19:00 the other day, after a minimum of 18 hours waiting time (see Annex).  

 

11:31: We observe 2 Romanian trucks loaded with lambs,  that arrive from the border and drive to parking 

2. The lambs are already a some months old and should not have been loaded on  4 decks, since they do not 

have enough headspace.  

 The lic.pl.nb. are as follows TM-15-BTO/ B-76-BTO (RO) and TM-16-BTO/GJ-06-BBX (RO). The transports 

leave the parking after 7,5  hours, at 19:00. 
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Sheep loaded on 4 decks in 2 Romanian trucks with lack of headspace 

 

   
Bulgarian truck with sheep    2 semitrailers of the company Keus& Mollink 

 

At 11:26 two transports of the company Keus & Mollink (ST-KM-216 and JK-48-XN/ arrive from the border 

and are parked at the side of the road next to parking 1. Bulls are loaded on both transports.  

Other trucks observed are listed in the Annex. 

19:30: After 9 hours both trucks of Keus & Mollink finally leave Kapikule on the E 80 into direction Istanbul. 

We trail them. 

 

Trailing of 2 Dutch animal transports to a slaughterhouse in Ankara   

(see footage) 

19:10: the 2 trucks of the company Keus& Mollink leave Kapikule on the E 80. 

19:14: both trucks drive onto the fenced area of the EGEMEN station, we can´t see for what reason. 

20:40: the trucks leave the EGEMEN station and start heading direction Istanbul on the E 80 

23:30: from Istanbul they continue into direction Ankara. 
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Thursday, 28th  of October 

0:25: exit the E80 onto the 04, direction Ankara. 

0:53: ST-KM-144 overtakes the transport we trail. 

2:00: we pass the exit Adapazari. 

6:00: Arrival at slaughterhouse ά9ǘ ±Ŝ .ŀƭƛƪ YǳǊǳƳǳέ in industrial area of Ankara, Adress: Polati Caddesi 

8:00 to 9:00: drivers and workers start unloading the animals, we can see bulls on the second deck licking 

the rain drops from water nippels and iron bars of the vehicle. The bulls are unloaded and immediately 

forced to enter the raceway into the slaughterhouse building.  (see footage) 

²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōǳƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǇŀǊture to Kapikule. 

From arriving at Kapikule until the unloading at the slaughterhouse, they have been 21 hours on board of 

the vehicle. 

At 10:00 we start heading back the 550 km to Kapikule.  

At 19:20 we arrive at the border of Kapikule and check the number of transports at the different parking lots 

(see Annex). There are many transports with bulls and sheep parked here in order to wait for custom 

service. 

19:45: All sheep trucks leave the parking lots and departure on the E80. The transports with bulls on board 

are obviously staying overnight at the parking and leave the next day (see Annex).  

We observe 2  transports of the company AGROCOOP (HU) (lic.pl.nb. ERM-932 and FZE-768), that have bulls 

and heifers on board. The 2 transports are parked at parking lot 1. Some eartag numbers of the animals on 

board are as follows, HU- ΧΥ олсномлпфуΣ онннтмптлпΣ оллусрммтόΚύΣ  олуотнотнрΣ  онлрноуултΣ 

3083723756, 3083722265. 

 

 

Friday, 29th of October 

10:35: We observe an Austrian transport loaded with bulls from Hungary, being parked at the road next to 

parking lot 1. The lic.pl.nb is FF-637-AZ. The decks inside are already very dirty and wet, there are too many 

bulls loaded in the swanneck. Some eartag numbers of the animals on board are as follows HU-ΧΦΥ 

3281810201, 3299103380, 3283300285 

   
                                 Austrian semitrailer, lic.pl.nb. FF-123-AM,  parked along the road Friday until Sunday 
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17:00: we observe the drivers of the company AGROCOOP feeding and watering the animals for the first 

time since they are at the parking lot. The drivers tell us, they have to wait at Kapikule until Monday, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άimport tariffs were not paidΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ 

Both vehicles are not in compliance with EU Regulation 1/2005 and should not have an authorization (type 

2) for long distance transports since there is no adequate drinking system and no access to all the animals. 

Furthermore the vehicles are in a desolate state, the alu-isolation from the roof is loose and is a big risk for 

injuries. There is only one access to the animals from a door on the right side of the vehicle and from the 

tailboard. Both trucks are not equipped with additional water troughs or anything else to water the animals. 

For 150 Euros they bought 10 bales of straw and water, neither quantitative nor qualitative sufficient for the 

animals. Since there is no access to all the animals, only the animals standing at the door and at the 

tailboard receive water through plastic boxes. 

  

          
 Only access to the animals    Alu-Isolation drops down from the roof 

 

Saturday, 30th of October 

11:00: The cattle on board of the 2 Hungarian transports are bellowing constantly. Inside the vehicles it is 

extremely hot. Both trucks can not lift their roofs, because the dividers on the first floor are connected to 

the deck and are also lifted so that the cattle go underneath (see footage) and get stuck. We inform the 

drivers, that they will get into trouble, if they don´t feed and water the animals asap. For a few hours 

nothing happens. 

 

         
Cattle inside the vehicles are desperate for water and exhausted  
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17:00: Another 10 bales of straw are delivered. The driver of ERM-932 uses the plastic boxes, but can not 

reach to all the animals. The other driver just tied the water hose to the bars of his truck and threw water 

inside the truck, or tried to stick the hose into the animals mouths. 

   
animals desperate for water                                          waterhose just tied to the bars to water the animals 

 

The decks inside the vehicle are totally wet and the animals are so thirsty that they even drink the water 

from the floor that is mixed with excrements. 

 
Water thrown inside the vehicle, thirsty bull drinking water from the dirty floor 

On the second deck of ERM-932 we can see that one animal died already. We  talk to the Turkish border 

veterinarians in order to find possibilities to unload the animals for feeding and watering and we inform 

them about the dead animal on board of on trailer. They tell us there is nothing they can do, if the 2 

transports are stuck at the customs. 
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Dead animal on the second deck of ERM-932  Heifer bleeding from broken horn on the second deck  

 

               Sunday, 31st of October 

10:30: 2 semitrailers of the company SAVOZ arrive at parking lot 1 and the driver of the yellow truck with 

lic.pl.nb. KT-860-AM immediately starts to water the bulls on his truck with special water bags, that can be 

put through the bars. I ask them to lend their water equipment to the drivers of the company AGROCOOP 

and they are happy to help.  We tell the drivers of the company AGROCOOP to get the water bags so that 

they will be in the position to give water to all the animals. 

 

At 11:30 we manage to find the Austrian transport, lic.pl.nb. FF-637-AZ/ FF-637_AM, which is at Kapikule 

since Friday morning, already for 48 hours. The transport is now parked behind the SHELL gas station. The 

bulls are bellowing loudly. We checked on the animals and they appeared to have dry noses and were 

stressed most probably because of hunger and thirst (see footage). 

 

When we just left to find the driver, he arrives at his truck and we tell him to start immediately feeding and 

watering the animals. He tells us, he also has to stay until Monday, but does not know why. He starts the 

engine and turned on the water system, he obviously still had water in his tank and the bulls positioned at 

the drinking devices start to drink. The driver has a small amount of  hay in the swaneneck and also starts to 

feed the animals, but he should have feed the animals also on the previous days. 

  
Austrian transport FF-632-AZ    Driver starts to feed hay after we insisted 

 


